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New Car Smell Could Be Dangerous

Dangers From New Car Smell Subside After Six Months

Sep. 27, 2005 - Some people can't get enough of that new car smell, but studies show the odor can be
bad for your health.

"New car smell" is caused by volatile organic compounds that can cause headaches, sore throat, nausea
and possibly cancer, according to studies.

The smell comes from the plastic, glue and carpeting in cars. When those materials are new, they're
unstable and give off gases, including benzene and formal dehyde, two known carcinogens.

The United States doesn't have any standards to protect against volatile organic compounds, but other
countries do. Research shows new car interiors can contain 128 times the legal limit in countries like
Australia.

The harmful gases are even worse on hot days. The Environment Working Group says opening the car
window or vents will help clear poisonous gases. But the group cautions to roll windows up in heavy
traffic where smog could be an even bigger health threat. Pregnant women should use added caution,
and drivers should not exacerbate the problem by using stain guards or cleaning solutionsin anew car.
The health risks subside in about six months, when the smell fades.

Several companies are testing healthier vehicles in Japan first before exporting them to the United
States. Once the new cars are on American soil, it may push American and European automakers to take
action aswell.
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